SSATORI

Responsible and Ethical Governance of

Research and Innovation in the
Context of Globalization

The Stakeholders Acting Together on the ethical impact assessment of Research and Innovation
(SATORI) project, funded by the European Commission (FP7 scheme), aims to develop a com-
mon framework of ethical principles and practical approaches. It also aims to strengthen shared
understandings among actors involved in the design and implementation of research ethics.

Now in month 20 of the four-year project, the SATORI consortium of 17 partners has collected
empirical insights to help formulate proposals for improved and more harmonised ethics assess-
ment within scientific fields and among different kinds of ethics assessors and countries. The con-
sortium is paying particular attention to ethics assessment in the context of globalisation.

In June 2015, consortium partners, leading authorities and experts met at a conference at UNES-
CO Headquarters in Paris to deliberate on the project’s findings so far and to develop policy and
legal options for developing ethics assessments for research and innovation within the context of
globalisation. The conference generated recommendations in six areas:

Responsible Supply Chain
Scientific Misconduct
Traditional and Indigenous Knowledge
The Outsourcing of CO, Emissions

“The Brain Drain”
Clinical Research and Trials

http://www.satoriproject.eu
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Introduction

In recent decades, research and innovation have become global enterprises. Emerging econo-
mies have invested heavily in R&I, there has been a significant outsourcing of R&I activities from
high-income to middle- and lower-income countries, and research organizations and firms have
have developed global alliances or have become multinational themselves. These developments
have benefited R&I overall, but there are also significant social, ethical and regulatory challenges
that still have to be met. Research and innovation practices in different countries and regions
are subject to divergent, or altogether lacking, regulatory and governing standards and practic-
es, and burdens and benefits of the globalisation of research and innovation are being unequally
spread across the globe. In this context, the globalization of R&I raises important ethical issues
that should be addressed by all involved parties. These issues concern how the practice and im-
pact of globalized R&I could and should respect civil and human rights, promote well-being,
economic development and sustainability, and involve a just distribution of benefits and burdens,
both within countries and between higher, middle and lower income countries. We hold that
all parties involved - governments, industry, public research institutions, civil society, as well as
individual scientists and engineers, have a responsibility to promote and uphold the ethical con-
duct of research innovation in a global setting - all the way from agenda setting to research, in-
novation, production and sales. We call on all parties to ensure procedures and mechanisms by
which ethical issues are considered in globalized R&I activities, in particular respect for civil and
human rights, protection of the environment, and sharing the benefits of research and innovation
between peoples and nations.

We have identified six key issues in the globalised R&I for which we have developed specific rec-
ommendations.

All texts, including background documents listed below, are available for viewing and download
at http://www.satoriproject.eu/deliverables
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Responsible Supply Chain Governance

European industry often makes use of global supply chains that involve organizations and re-
sources in many different countries. It is increasingly recognized that supply chains should be
governed to address morally problematic issues, such as environmentally unsustainable practices,
child labour, repression of freedom of association and collective bargaining, and unfair wages and
price levels. Serious efforts are therefore needed for responsible supply chain governance.

Background reading available at http://satoriproject.eu:
SATORI Responsible Supply Chain Case Study
SATORI Responsible Supply Chain Background Document
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Scientific Misconduct

Scientific misconduct is increasingly recognized as a global problem with great economic costs
and harms to society. It is in the interest of EU countries to develop a global approach to scientific
misconduct that recognizes the global practice and organization of research.

Background reading available at http://satoriproject.eu:
SATORI Scientific Misconduct Case Study
SATORI Scientific Miscondut Background Document

Traditional and Indigenous Knowledge

It is increasingly recognized that R&D should respect and reward the traditional & indigenous
knowledge and biological resources from indigenous communities and ensure that commercial
exploitation that draws from indigenous knowledge and resources is not exploitative but benefi-
cial to the group in question. Not enough is done yet, however, to ensure that such exploitation
does not occur.

Background reading available at http://satoriproject.eu:
SATORI Traditional and Indigenous Knowledge Case Study
SATORI Traditional and Indigenous Knowledge Background Document
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The Outsourcing of CO, Emissions

The outsourcing of CO, emissions by high-income countries to low- and middle-income coun-
tries is increasingly recognized as an impediment to solutions for global warming. To address
these problem, we make the following recommendations:

Background reading available at http://satoriproject.eu:
SATORI The Outsourcing of CO, Emissions Case Study
SATORI The Outsourcing of CO, Emissions Background Document
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The “Brain Drain”

The emigration of highly skilled scientists and engineers from low- and middle-income countries
outside the EU to the EU, where they have better employment possibilities, deprives countries of
origin of human capital that cannot be easily replaced. Extra efforts are required to halt or com-
pensate for such “brain drain™:

Background reading available at http://satoriproject.eu:
SATORI “Brain Drain” Case Study
SATORI “Brain Drain” Background Document
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Clinical Research and Trials

The conduct of clinical research and trials by EU researchers in non-Western countries involves
delicate questions regarding the ethical standards that are put in place.

Background reading available at http://satoriproject.eu:
SATORI Clinical Research and Trials Case Study
SATORI Clinical Research and Trials Background Document

This policy brief was compiled by UNESCO, a partner in the SATORI consortium.
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